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MINUTES 
CARBONDALE PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION 

February 3, 2021 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Susan Johnson called the virtual meeting of the Carbondale Public Arts Commission to 
order at 5:30 pm on February 3, 2021. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

CPAC Members:  
 

Ann Harris, Co-Chairperson 
Susan Johnson, Co-Chairperson 
Joe Burleigh, Member 
Carol Klein, Member 
Beth White, Member 
Brian Colley, Member 
David Thickman, Member 
 

Town Staff Present: Laurie Lindberg, Town Staff Liaison 
Luis Yllanes, Board of Trustees Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards & Commissions Clerk 

 
  
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Beth moved to approve the minutes from the January 6, 2021 
meeting.  David seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 
There was no one present, not on the agenda, to address the Commission. 
 
DISCUSS AND RECOMMEND LOCATION FOR THE BEAR SCULPTURE 
Susan and Ann discussed the list of locations for The Bear sculpture with Kevin 
Schorzman.  Two locations that had been discussed during January’s meeting were not 
going to be considered: 

• The proposed location at the Highway 133 and Main Street roundabout may 
interfere with line-of-sight and won’t be considered because of potential safety 
issues, 

• The proposed location at Red Hill might subject the sculpture to vandalism and 
won’t be considered for that reason. 

 
The five locations under consideration include: 

• Along Merrill Avenue, at the top of the Nature Park driveway, 
• Along Highway 133 and inside the fence that encompasses the Third Street 

Center, 
• Along the Rio Grande Trail behind Town Hall, 
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• Next to the Launch Pad, 
• Within Centennial Park (at the intersection of 8th and Main Street). 

 
Questions/Comments: 
David asked if there would be a significant difference in cost to move The Bear to any of 
the five locations.  Ann responded that Kevin didn’t mention any significant costs. 
 
Beth voiced some concern over possible changes to the height of The Bear.  Laurie 
pointed out that because the sculpture sits at the edge of the hill, the perception is that it 
is taller than it is.  The sculpture will be mounted on round plates that will then be 
welded to another metal plate centered in a concrete pad. 
 
Carol reiterated her support for relocating the sculpture to the Launch Pad. 
 
Brian agreed that it would be a good spot for the sculpture but acknowledged that he 
hasn’t discussed the possibility with Amy Kimberly or other staff yet. 
 
Laurie reminded the commission members that the sculpture must remain within the 
TOC right-of-way, so it can’t be relocated in the yard, but it could take the Art Around 
Town space in front of the Launch Pad. 
 
Joe liked the Highway 133/Third Street Center location and thought it would be a good 
way to welcome people to Carbondale. 
 
Laurie pointed out that this location would require approval from both the Parks & 
Recreation Commission and the Third Street Center. 
 
Beth asked for clarification on where the sculpture would sit at the Nature Park.  Laurie 
responded that it would sit along Merrill Avenue next to the top of the driveway into the 
park.  Beth indicated that she liked that location and that the sculpture has grown to be 
a place marker for the Nature Park. 
 
David liked both the Nature Park and the Highway 133/Third Street Center locations.  
He pointed out that it is a large sculpture and it needs a “stand-alone” situation with a 
fair amount of space around it.  He thought both the Launch Pad and Centennial Park 
(8th and Main) locations would be too congested.  He added that the sculpture could be 
a landmark for the Third Street Center. 
 
Carol asked if once it is moved it will remain in that location, or could it be moved in the 
future. 
 
Laurie indicated that because it requires a special pad and will be expensive to install, it 
will permanently stay in whatever location the sculpture is moved to. 
 
Brian liked the Nature Park location. 
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Luis agreed with both Beth and Brian and reiterated Beth’s comment that The Bear has 
grown into a place marker for the Nature Park.  He also agreed with David that the 
sculpture’s size requires a lot of space surrounding it. 
 
Susan asked for a straw poll (everyone could vote on two locations) of the five proposed 
locations—the Nature Park and the Highway 133/Third Street Center location received 
the most votes.  In the second straw poll (only one vote per person), the Nature Park 
location received the most votes. 
 
CPAC BUDGET AND BOXES FOR ART AROUND TOWN POSTCARDS 
Laurie referred the commission members to the current budget in the meeting packet; 
there were no specific line items that needed discussion. 
 
The waterproof boxes that can be installed next to the AAT sculptures to house the 
postcards cost $16.00 each and four boxes will total $64.00. 
 
David asked whether a QR code can be placed on the outside of each box.  Brian 
volunteered to work with David to complete this task.  Laurie indicated she would 
forward the needed information to Brian. 
 
Motion Passed: Susan moved to recommend the purchase of four waterproof boxes at 
a cost of $64.00.  Carol seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 
 
REMOVAL OF CURRENT ART AROUND TOWN SCULPTURES 
Susan asked if there was any further discussion on this topic.  Joe mentioned that the 
process should echo past years.  Ann thought it was too early to decide on specific 
dates.  Laurie pointed out that typically the de-install occurs the first two weeks of May 
and the installations take place the last two weeks of May and up until June 2nd. 
 
WALK AROUND TOWN 
Susan informed the commission members that Walk Around Town would take place on 
June 3rd. 
 
Ann added that that was assuming that Covid protocols had eased enough to allow for 
groups to congregate.  To accommodate smaller groups, she suggested having two or 
three different start times with different CPAC members leading each group.  She 
thought that it might also be easier to hear in a smaller group. 
 
Carol and Brian both agreed with the idea of smaller groups. 
 
Susan pointed out that there could be different ways to accomplish the Walk Around 
Town and she agreed that it was a workable idea.  She wasn’t sure that CPAC would be 
able to host a reception this year, but that the group will continue to be flexible in 
planning for the event. 
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Beth also liked the idea.  She thought that a smaller group would be more functional 
and intimate. 
 
Susan added that if there are artists willing to stay by their piece, it might also be easier 
for a question and answer session. 
 
Joe preferred one large group. 
 
David countered that smaller groups would be better to accommodate any Covid 
protocols that are in place. 
 
Ann suggested finding some megaphones for the leaders of each group. 
 
CPAC CHAIRMAN VOTE 
Susan asked if anyone had submitted a request to be considered for the Chair of 
CPAC.  Since no one else had submitted their name for consideration, Susan asked 
that she and Ann be considered for Co-Chairs—they would love to continue to lead the 
commission for another year. 
 
Motion Passed: Joe moved to approve Ann Harris and Susan Johnson as Co-Chairs 
of the Carbondale Public Arts Commission.  Carol seconded the motion, and it was 
unanimously approved. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The February 3, 2021, regular meeting adjourned at 6:05 pm.  The next regularly 
scheduled meeting will be on March 3, 2021 at 5:30 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


